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Getting Started with Confluence
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Introduction
Confluence is a Wiki.

What is a Wiki?

Ell :Frainilng |

e Collection of web pages designed to let users with access to them, to contribute or modify

content
e Uses WYSIWYG and/or a markup language editor
e Wikipedia is one of the best-known wikis.

“Wiki” is an Hawaiian word for “fast”.

How does Confluence Compare with my Other Options?

“Wiki” is also expressed as a “bacronym” for WHAT | KNOW IS.

Application Skill Level Flexible/Expandable
Confluence Low Medium

Moodle Low Medium
CommonSpot Modium Low

Personal Web Page High High
(Dreamweaver)

Available Tools
Some

(Macros)

Many

None

Many

(Require
programming)

Ease of Access
High

High
Low
Medium

When Would I Choose Moodle Over Confluence?
Do you want to use an online grading utility? Choose Moodle.

Do you want to use online quizzes that provide branching? Use Moodle.

Do you want to discuss your choice with an expert? Contact Ellen Freeman (4234).



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia
mailto:Ellen.Freeman@colby.edu?subject=Confluence%20Moodle%20decision
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What Does Confluence Give Me?

Flugi e
Web Pages .UgII'IS Navigation

Security f E g Discussions
Confluence
User Accounts
File Attachments

'v
Wews

o ; " - i _5) Web Feeds (RSS) ||
Multimedia
R Email Archive / y

Notifications

Search Engine%

Confluence offers a broad array of services and features.

Easy Navigation

Hierarchical listing of pages allows students to easily find content they are seeking
Online discussions

Create pages and comments on pages real-time feedback ancd secure collaboration
Individual user management and group assignments

Limit access to specific pages (or entire spaces) to individual students or groups of students
News facilities

Notify your entire class of deadlines, presentations, etc.

Email capabilities

Email your entire class

File uploads

Upload most forms of digital files, including multimedia

Searching

Search the space by keyword or label identifier
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Confluence at Colby

Where is the Colby Wiki?
You can find the Colby Wiki at:

http://wiki.colby.edu

Your first view of the wiki will be the “Dashboard”.

¥ Dashboard - Colby College Wiki - Mozilla Firefox == x|
Bl Edt  Wiew Hgtory [fookmarks  Yohoo! Tnok  Help {3
G - - L DX repieencoby edafdsshbosrd.action Dl G soose )
[8 175 | orine Help
! vé’v'T-I- mm~ﬂv|ﬂmvmm.-wﬂr@wrmrvwm » @ rnunce = Simal v Cpmews = (7 shopping - »
X Confhusrice Help Home - Confluence H... || | X, Dashboard - Colbry Callege Wiki [ | [ Confoence - Wii Festures a -

s s e B

Login & EY
CO]_by Dashboard

Welcoma to Confluance Recently Updated -
Confluence is the enterprise wiki designed to make it easy for you

and your team 10 share information with each othar, and with the John Clauzon ﬁ' CE 351 Compuler Graphics

world. yesterday at 11:24 PM

Where do | star?

Dizvid Qusigley & pavit Quigley’'s Project 4 Page —
Al cortent m Corfluence is arganised inte spaces. So to start yosterday al 09:24 PM
browsing content, simply clhick on one of the spaces listed below.
Spaces: | All Melinds Regrell & wiki Markup - Panals
v stenday al .
@ AY29BE Ternp @ 0301 PM 3 wiki Markup - Panel Options
@) Belgrade Lakes .
@ 1= ‘Wiki Markup - Macros
@ CHT - Emironmental Chemistry @
@ CHITZ - Instrumental Methads of Analysis ] = Wiki Markup - Images
@) Chemistry Dapanrment @ v & 04610 pag
hiria I .
@ chira bams o [ Wiki Markug - Headings -
| Done [ @] vow: overcast, 57F | ThmezeF B | FriszF o

m BoDwed * Ilm Ezm.,.-l iw! 2 Microso... rl@hﬂmﬂl | m|f |E$ﬂ’-__—)ﬂ$ﬂ;@ %:04 AM

You will see all the Public pages listed on your left; and recent changes on your right. To increase the
span of time listed under the “Recently Updated” display, click on the green plus (+) sign at the top right
of the display. Reduce it again by clicking on the green minus (=) sign that then is displayed.
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Log into the Colby Wiki by clicking on the Log In link in the upper right hand corner of the page. You will
be prompted to supply your Colby Username and Password.

Once logged in, you will see any additional pages that you have access to based on your username and
password. (Spaces to which your name has been added by the space owner.)

¥ Dashboard - Colby College Wiki - Mozilla Firefox =
Ble Edt Wiew Hgtory [fookmarks  Yohoo! Tnok  Help {3
¢ « B - @ ey ﬁ:- |3.. it i, colbry edufdashboard sctisn h.] '-'_-'_--::'_'e Z
[8 175 | crine Help
! vé’v'T-I- mm~l§v|ﬁmvmm.-wﬂr®wrmrvwm » EErnunce = Simal v Cmews = (7 shopping - »
X Confhusrice Help Home - Confluence H... || | X, Dashboard - Colbry Callege Wiki [ | [ Confloence - Wiki Festures a -

s e e B

Walcome Melinda Rlegnell | History | Preferences | Log Out & B
CO]_b Dashboard

Welcoma to Confluance Recently Updated -+
Confluence is the enterprise wiki designed to make it easy for you A

and your team 1o share infarmation with each other, and with the John Clauson & 3 351 Compuler Graphics B
world. yesterday at 11:24 PM

[ Scanline Fill
Where do | star?
L - n
Al cortent i Corfluence is arganised inte spaces. So to start W clauson star dpsirovery
browsing content, simply clhck on one of the spaces listed below.

Spaces: mm

@) ACITS Test Space

b & clauson clp labd jog

b & clauson poly jpg

@3
@ AcrTS Wik Q- & John Clayson - Home
ArciGIS Wiki =
© 2ecGis wiki @ Dasid Quigley [ David Quigley's Project 4 Pags
@) AY208E- Ternp [ yesterday at 08:24 FM
@) Belgrada Lakes @ N
" ¥ " Erl A - P
Q CHOI7 - Emvironmenial Chemistry 'ﬁ elinda Regnell T =] Wyiki Markup - Pansls
yaslenday at i . -
[ Done ' @] vow: cvercast, 5TF [ TszF B [ Frisz R o

5| | BOD O * [@owor. [ 200 o| Fzma00.. | Qrines..| | D7 DODE 50 BASEG suem

Notice the differences in the first and second screen shot above. The second one contains more and
difference Wiki Spaces based on the user’s login.

Take a moment to click on some of the spaces listed and look at the space: pages.
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Dashboard Icons
Icons you will find on the Dashboard:

Icon Use/Meaning
@ You can browse the space

2 E‘ Grayed-out : You have no editing rights in the space

' With green plus sign: You have editing rights to pages in the space

T e Grayed-out: The space is not part of your “My Spaces” listing

Yellow: Clicking will turn it yellow and put the listing in your “My Spaces” listing
The home page of any space

gg‘” ? Create a space
=g

Create an RSS Feed

Allows you to monitor changes or updates to pages
(See Creating and Subscribing to RSS Feeds)

Browse through listings of users with personal spaces

ffefl’i You can bookmark or send mail to users from these pages
Dashboard Tabs
) Spaces: All
“My” lists all spaces

that you have created © ArcGIS Wiki
and limited access to @ ~v2985- Tem
“New” lists newly @ Belgrade Lakes
created spaces that

you can access @ CHZ217 - Erwironmental Chermistry

@ CH332 - Instrumental Methods of Analysis

“All” lists all spaces
that you have access

to, including ones you @ China Images
have created

@ Chemistry Department

2 OO0 O P e

@) c-5TAT
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Favorites (or “Favourites” as per the British spelling...)

Favourite Pages

Displaying pages recently added to your favourites list.
|5 Fall 20058 Schedule (Student Tutors) o

£% Home (Student Tutors)

%

When you click on the gray star beside a space listing, it becomes yellow and the listing is place here, in
the Favorite Pages list. This is a handy way to access a much-used page that is several levels down in the
hierarchy without having to make all the intermediate “clicks” to get to it. In the above example, The
“Fall 2008 Schedule” actually sits inside the “Student Tutor” space, under another page titled “Hours”.
Listing it here allows the user to access it with one click, rather than three.
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